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Up  until  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  it  was  fair- 
ly common  for  the  governing  body  of  a  local  church  to 
oversee  the  conduct  of  church  members*  When  a  member 
would  drift  into  a  questionable  pattern  of  behavior  he 
would  be  called  to  account  and  if  necessary  disciplined. 
Whether  for  good  or  for  ill,  this  right  to  review  and 
discipline  has  all  but  disappeared  from  today's  church. 
We  seem  willing  to  let  the  wheat  and  the  tares  grow  up 
together  until  the  last  daya 

Yet  self- review  and  self-examination  remain.  We 
might  understandably  resent  it  if  another  said  to  us 
"What  kind  of  Christian  are  you?"  But  we  cannot  help 
asking  ourselves  from  time  to  time,  especially  during 
Lent,  "What  kind  of  Christian  am  I?" 

We  can  measure  ourselves  by  no  more  basic  and  in- 
clusive standard  than  the  one  we  meet  in  Jesus'  summary 
of  the  law.   Our  Lord  was  asked  that  day  by  an  inquir- 
ing lawyer  "Which  is  the  first  and  greatest  Command- 
ment?" Without  hesitation  Jesus  replied  "You  shall 
love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  with 
all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind,  and  with  all 
your  strength . "  (Mark  12 : 30 ) 

Exegetes  acknowledge  that  the  terms  heart,  soul, 
mind  and  strength  are  difficult  to  define.  After  all 
they  come  to  us  in  English  out  of  the  Hebrew  b^ 
way  of  the  Greek  and  Aramaic .   Still  there  is  no  mis- 
taking their  overall  meaning.   These  clauses  are  to  be 
taken  cumulatively.  We  are  to  love  God  with  all  that 
is  within  us.   It  doesn't  take  much  of  a  man  to  be  a 
Christian,  but  it  takes  all  of  him  that  there  is.   In 
his  answer  Jesus  was  making  room  for  all  kinds  of  peo- 
ple in  His  Church.   If  every  believer  loved  God  with 


all  that  is  within  him,  the  result  would  not  be  a  dull 
uniformity  but  rather  a  rich  diversity  of  experience 
and  expression,  because  no  two  are  alike  in  their  pos- 
session of  heart,  soul,  mind  and  strength . 

We  are  to  love  God  with  all  our  hearts.   Some  of 
us  bring  more  heart,  more  feeling,  more  emotion  into 
the  kingdom  than  others.   Feelings  have  a  rightful  and 
vital  place  in  religious  experience .  Too  often  main- 
line churches  of  the  standard  brand  denominations  tend 
to  downplay  the  role  of  the  emotions  in  religious  ex- 
perience „  We  are  inclined  to  build  a  "thinking  man's" 
church.   In  our  society  it  is  permissible  for  one  to 
be  excited  about  his  politics,  his  economics,  the  arts, 
his  profession,  but  it  is  considered  poor  form  for  one 
to  become  emotionally  excited  about  his  faith  in  God, 
Nowadays  a  man  may  bray  himself  into  laryngitis  at  a 
ball  game  and  not  be  permitted  an  audible  Amen  in  the 
hour  of  worship.   There  is  a  bit  of  a  sting  to  the 
story  of  the  man  who  visited  one  of  our  fashionable 
New  York  churches  and  felt  inspired  to  offer  a  few 
"Amens"  during  the  course  of  the  sermon.  This  had 
never  been  done  before  in  that  place  so  immediately 
the  ushers  were  concerned.   One  usher  drew  near  to  the 
brother  and  said,  "We ' d  rather  you  be  quiet  during  the 
preaching."  The  man  said  "But  I've  got  religion."  The 
usher  replied  firmly  "Well,  you  didn't  get  it  here  I" 

Surely  there  is  room  for  heart  in  the  love  of  God. 
The  man  of  feeling  should  not  be  condescended  to,  or 
regarded  by  the  rest  of  us  as  a  primitive  type,  a 
second-class  member  of  the  Body  of  Jesus  Christ,  The 
man  who  feels  can  lay  hold  on  truth  just  as  surely  as 
the  man  who  thinks.   He  may  be  moved  more  by  the  pray- 
ers of  David  than  the  rhetoric  of  Solomon.   He  may  be 
more  inspired  by  a  stanza  of  a  great  hymn  than  by  some 
cleverly  reasoned  theological  argument.   But  he  is  in 
touch  with  reality  nonetheless. 

The  pity  is  that  in  most  of  our  churches  we  have 
overemphasized  verbal  communication,  forgetful  of  the 
fact  that  Jesus  gave  us  not  only  a  gospel  to  preach 
but  sacraments  to  enact.  Occasionally  across  the  years 
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I  have  had  the  privilege  of  worshipping  in  Armenian 
churches.  One  is  impressed  by  the  way  the  whole  per- 
son becomes  involved,  or  at  least  invited  to  be  involv- 
ed,, in  worship  through  the  use  of  incense ,  the  atten- 
tion to  form,  the  emphasis  on  color.  Our  Roman  Catholic 
friends  have  nurtured  the  souls  of  millions  across  the 
years  through  the  pageantry  of  the  mass  by  which  the 
worshipper  is  ushered  into  the  mystery  of  the  Cross  of 
Jesus  Christ . 

When  we  repress  the  man  of  feeling  we  tend  to 
drive  him  outside,  perhaps  to  the  cults  which  are  al- 
ways ready  to  receive  him,  perhaps  to  drugs ,  There  are 
responsible  observers  of  our  society  who  insist  that 
one  of  the  reasons  people  turn  to  drugs  today  is  to 
gain  in  an  illicit  way  the  experience  they  should  have 
been  invited  to  know  in  the  church »  If  it  is  an  expan- 
sion of  consciousness  that  we  seek,  why  not  through 
the  Holy  Spirit? 

When  we  repress  the  one  who  brings  heart  to  his 
faith  we  deprive  the  church  of  the  sensitivity  and  sim- 
plicity that  belong  to  its  life.  Canon  Peter  Green  was 
a  notable  parish  priest  of  the  British  Church.  His  bi- 
ographer writes  of  an  experience  Green  had  when  just  a 
lads   "A  boy  at  school  whose  name  we  shall  never  know 
had  a  great  influence  upon  him.  This  boy  was  brilliant 
neither  at  studies  or  at  games,  but  he  was  known  to  be 
religious.  Young  Green  spoke  to  him  about  what  reli- 
gion meant  to  him.  First  of  all  he  said  the  more  or 
less  conventional  things.  Then  quite  suddenly  he  saids 
"Do  you  really  want  to  know  what  religion  is?  Well 
it ?  s  waking  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  remem- 
bering that  you  belong  to  God  and  turning  over  and  go- 
ing to  sleep  happy  because  of  it . '  "  -*- 

Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay  illustrates  as  well  as 
any  poet  I  know  the  feeling  after  life  of  which  we 
speak  in  her  poem  "God's  Worlds" 

"0  worlds  I  cannot  hold  thee  close  enoughtl 
Thy  winds,  thy  wide  grey  skies  I 
Thy  mists  that  roll  and  rise  I 
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Thy  woods,  this  autumn  day,  that  ache  and  sag 
And  all  but  cry  with  colour  I  That  gaunt  crag 
To  crush I  To  lift  the  lean  of  that  black  bluff 1 
World,  World,  I  cannot  get  thee  close  enough! 

"Long  have  I  known  a  glory  in  it  all, 
But  never  knew  I  this; 
Here  such  a  passion  is 
As  stretcheth  me  apart.  Lord,  I  do  fear 
Thou'st  made  the  world  too  beautiful  this  year. 
My  soul  is  all  but  out  of  me,  =  let  fall 
No  burning  leaf;  prithee,  let  no  bird  call."  ^ 

Samuel  Zwemer  was  right  when  he  said  that  faith  is  es- 
sentially ex  corde  and  not  per  capita,  of  the  heart 
and  not  the  head.   "Thou  shall  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart . " 

And  we  are  to  love  him  with  our  minds.  Let  us  be 
quick  to  acknowledge  that  some  of  us  bring  more  mind 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God  than  others.  Jesus'  answer  is 
a  direct  quotation  from  Deuteronomy  6:5.  But  that  Old 
Testament  verse  did  not  include  the  mind,  just  heart 
and  soul  and  strength.   It  was  Jesus'  deliberate  inten- 
tion to  add  the  mind  to  the  other  faculties  with  which 
we  are  to  love  the  Lord.  Jesus  was  called  a  teacher. 
His  followers  were  called  disciples  or  learners.   He 
said  on  one  occasion,  "Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn 
from  me;  ...  (Mat.  11:29)  The  scriptures  warn  the 
wise  man  not  to  glory  in  his  wisdom,  but  they  do  not 
say  that  the  wise  man  should  have  no  wisdom. 

I  should  like  to  toss  out  an  idea  in  the  direction 
of  those  who  have  a  particular  interest  in  Christian 
Education.   For  some  time  now  I've  felt  the  need  for  a 
Placement  Examination  in  the  Christian  church.  Through 
the  use  of  such  an  examination  any  member  could  be  made 
aware  of  what  he  knew  and  what  he  didn't  know  about  his 
faith.  The  exam  might  include  Bible  content,  ethics, 
theology,  church  history,  mission  and  liturgies.  The 
results  would  be  reviewed  by  one  of  the  ministers  of 
the  staff  and  a  bibliography  drawn  up  custom  fitted  to 
each  member's  need.   Ilya  Ehrenburg,  Russia's  man  of 
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letters  said  one  time,  "I  am  old  in  years,  but  now  I 
know  with  certainty  that  I  know  little.  One  must  go 
on  learning  as  long  as  there  is  breath  in  one's  body, 
and  a  student's  bench  becomes  even  an  old  man  far  bet- 
ter than  the  preacher's  pulpit  or  the  academician's 
chair.  That  is  my  conviction."  3  Through  the  prophet 
Hosea  God  said,  "My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of 
knowledge."  (Hosea  kt6) 

Too  often  the  man  of  intellect  is  treated  with 
fear  or  suspicion  in  the  church.  The  man  of  intellect 
is  the  man  who  is  conscious  of  relationships,  who 
weighs  evidence,  who  balances  alternatives,  who  con- 
siders  probable  outcomes,  who  evaluates  experience. 
We  fear  this  kind  of  man  because  he  tends  to  unsettle 
our  faith  and  disturb  our  equilibrium.  John  Devrey^as 
right  when  he  said,  "Every  thinker  puts  some  portion 
of  the  stable  world  in  danger  as  soon  as  he  begins  to 
think."  ^   But  surely  the  truth  is  one,  and  God  is 
one.  There  should  be  no  fear  of  truth  no  matter  what 
the  source . 

We  need  men  of  intellect  in  the  church  and  they 
ought  to  feel  our  welcome  and  encouragement.  These  are 
the  men  who  keep  our  God  talk  coherent  and  intelligible , 
These  are  the  saints  who  work  most  often  in  unspectacu- 
lar ways  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom. 

I  remember  calling  one  summer  on  one  of  my  semi- 
nary  professors  at  his  cottage  in  the  Poconos.  The 
day  must  have  registered  at  close  to  100°  on  the 
thermometer.  This  man  had  already  mastered  some  thirty 
languages  and  dialects,  and  was  an  established  Old  Tes- 
tament scholar.  When  I  chanced  to  drop  in  that  day  I 
found  him  clad  in  tee-shirt  and  slacks  working  away  in 
one  of  the  back  rooms  learning  Portuguese.  He  was  pre- 
paring himself  for  an  upcoming  lectureship  in  Brazil I 

Out  there  in  the  world  at  large  where  the  issues 
these  days  are  complex  and  difficult  the  "star"  system 
no  longer  prevails  because  no  man  can  give  us  final 
answers.   Hence  we  depend  on  a  multitude  of  people  who 
will  bend  their  intellect  to  some  small  sub-division 


of  a  major  problem.  The  dedicated  mind  is  God's  gift 
to  a  problem  ridden  world.  We  are  to  love  God  with 
our  minds. 

And  we  are  to  love  God  with  our  strength.  This 
is  the  word  that  legitimatizes  those  in  the  church  who 
are  doers  of  the  word,  and  I  suspect  that  this  is  most 
of  us.  Who  are  they?  They  are  the  people  who  are  not 
given  to  deep  feeling,  or  capable  of  profound  thought, 
who  simply  do  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ.  They  are  just 
there  I  singing  in  the  choir,  teaching  in  the  Church 
School,  manning  our  various  committees  and  boards, 
calling  in  the  hospitals,  comforting  the  shut-ins, 
trying  to  humanize  the  structures  of  society. 

Such  people  have  considerable  support  in  scrip- 
ture.  We  are  told  to  be  doers  of  the  word  and  not 
hearers  only.  James  in  his  somewhat  abrasive  style 
put sit  this  ways   "Thou  believe st  that  there  is  one 
Godj  thou  doest  well:  the  devils  also  believe,  and 
tremble .  But  wilt  thou  know,  0  vain  man,  that  faith 
without  works  is  dead?"  (Jas.  2 .19,20 )   "For  as  the 
body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  without 
works  is  dead  also."  (Jas.  2:26)  At  the  last  judgment 
as  pictured  for  us  by  Jesus  in  Matthew  25*  the  verdict 
rests  on  whether  you  did  or  did  not.       "....  as 
you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  my  bretnren,  you  did 
it  to  me."  (Mat.  25^0)  And  so  my  friend  Frederick 
Bruce  Speakman  showed  keen  insight  when  he  entitled 
his  book  on  love,  Love  Is  Something  You  Do. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  the  doers  who  come 
to  the  kingdom  primarily  with  their  strength  make  the 
most  consistent  Christians.  They  tend  to  be  steady  in 
their  output .  They  seem  in  Paul ' s  words  to  be  "always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord . "  The  man  who  feels 
usually  suffers  periods  of  depression.  The  man  who 
thinks  usually  goes  through  periods  of  doubt.  But  the 
doers  just  seem  to  keep  on  doing.  There  is  a  therapy 
in  action  that  some  of  us  have  yet  to  discover.  When 
a  person  comes  to  us  with  a  problem  we  usually  give 
him  something  to  read,  which  is  to  say,  we  believe  in 
word  therapy .   Perhaps  we  should  give  him  something  to 
do  and  thus  discover  the  healing  in  act  therapy.  "Thou 
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shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty  with 
all  thy  soul,  with  all  thy  mind  and  with  all  thy 
strength . " 

About  a  year  ago  the  Peace  Corps  advertised  its 
cause  with  an  eye  catching  slogan*   "It  takes  all  kinds 
to  make  a  world,  the  Peace  Corps  takes  all  kinds," 
This  is  true  of  the  church .   It  takes  all  kinds  to  make 
a  church,  the  church  takes  all  kinds.  Let  not  the  man 
of  feeling  unchurch  the  man  of  intellect »  Let  not  the 
man  of  action  unchurch  the  man  of  feeling*  Let  us  re- 
spect the  other  man's  experience  of  God,  and  let  us 
have  confidence  in  our  own.   It  doesn't  take  much  of  a 
man  to  he  a  Christian,  but  it  takes  all  of  him  that 
there  is8  Your  all,  my  friend,  is  just  as  valid  and 
just  as  sorely  needed  as  the  next  man' si 


CLOSING  PRAYER 

Our  Father  in  heaven,  for  hearts  to  love  thee, 
for  minds  to  know  thee,  and  for  hands  to 
serve  thee,  we  bless  thy  Holy  Name. 

Lay  captive  our  several  and  differing  gifts  and 
use  them  for  thy  business  here  on  earth, 
through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lordo    Amen. 
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